
Designing an effective book cover

Front Cover:
should include:
•title and author
•appropriate design or 
illustration (focus on 
theme, plot, major 
characters)

Title and A
uthor

Back Cover:
should include:
•a brief, catchy blurb
•a one line review, in 
quotation marks, giving 
your opinion of the work

Sleeve:
should include:
•info about 
you (i.e. the 
reviewer)
•a picture of
you, if possible

Sleeve:
should include:
•a brief bio of 
the author
•a picture of
the author,
if available

General Guidelines:
• The purpose of this assignment is to give you creative license in expressing the content of the book.  
Feel free to use any technique you would like, from pencil and pastels to PageMaker and Photoshop.
• Carefully proofread all text and fact-check biographical information on the author.  An “images” 
search on Google will usually turn up a photo or two of any author.  As for your own picture, I leave 
that up to you.
• Your blurb does *not* have to be lengthy.  Probably 50 - 75 well-chosen words will suffice.


